
Annex A:  
ARCHITECTURE - ACE

Health and Safety Risk Assessment for Postgraduate Research Degree 
Projects

Name:  Alan Chandler (Programme Leader) School: Architecture (ACE)

Student number: 
Hannah Taylor
Lucy Fineberg
Liam Wood
Josh Phipps
Chris Kalavashoti
Simona Grimaldi
Yosuke Nakano
Ioanna Tzikou 

Director of Studies: 
Renee Tobe

Thesis Title:
Workshop 05: Port Harcourt, Niger Delta

Thesis Title:
Workshop 05: Port Harcourt, Niger Delta

Fieldwork location: 
UEL Docklands Campus, London E16 2RD

Type of Fieldwork: 
Investigation of innovative foundation systems 

Period of Fieldwork: 
Monday 19th September - Friday 30th September inclusive
Period of Fieldwork: 
Monday 19th September - Friday 30th September inclusive

Hazard Severity: 
(rate high medium or low - 1 = low, 3 = high)

Likelihood of Occurrence: 
(rate high medium or low - 1 = low, 3 = high)

1.
Manual Handling & Lifting
HS = 2, LO = 2

2. 
Material Handling (Pouring Concrete)
HS = 2 , LO = 2

3. 
Excavation (Manual)
HS = 2 , LO = 1 

4.
Slip Hazards
HS = 2 , LO = 3 

5. 
Use of Hand Tools (Electric & Non Electric)
HS = 2, LO = 2

6.
Unidentifiable Underground Services
HS = 2 , LO = 1

7.
Risk of Fire
HS = 3, LO = 1

8.
Untrained Workforce
HS , LO  - 

9.
Building Formwork
HS =1, LO = 3 

10. 
Material Handling (Plaster Work)
HS = 2 , LO = 2



Potential Consequences for each hazard:  (please continue on a separate sheet if necessary) 

Manual Handling and Lifting 
Back injuries or other upper limb injuries can be caused by poor handling/lifting techniques. 
Heavy items that may be carried include concrete blocks, bags of cement etc 

Material Handling (Pouring Concrete)
Pouring concrete during testing could result in irritation to eyes, respiratory system and skin. 
As it contains substances hazardous to health it may also produce allergic reactions. 
(please see attached Safety Data sheet). 

Excavation (Manual)
As noted in the project brief, ground adjacent to the architecture building will be specially 
prepared to test the loading of the sections of footing. This may result in injury to members 
of the team who are excavating test holes.

Slip Hazards
The ground being used will be adapted to simulate the conditions of the Niger Delta. The 
used of sand, water and mud could lead to slippery surfaces and injuries to team members.

Use of Hand Tools (Electronic and Non-Electronic)
Hand tools will be required to produce the test sections of footing at 1:1.If used incorrectly 
this can lead to injury of the person using the tool and their colleagues. 

Unidentifiable Underground Services
We are unaware of any underground services in the area which we are working but if any 
are found we should stop all works and contact the programme leader before continuing.

Risk of Fire
Although not specific to this project, the risk of fire should be highlighted due to the proximity 
to surrounding buildings. Fire risks include smoke inhalation as well as burning injuries.

Untrained Workforce
As the majority of students have not worked with foundations before the potential hazards 
include injuries (back pain, sprains) & misuse of equipment and materials.

Building Formwork
Building formwork will include constructing support structures out of timber battens, clamps, 
nail guns etc. Risks to be aware of are injuries, back pain and misuse of equipment or 
materials.

Material Handling (Plaster Work)
Plaster will be used to replicate Concrete in early test stages. Potential hazards include 
irritation to eyes, respiratory system and skin reactions.
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Controls in place for each hazard in order of likely risk: (please continue on a separate 
sheet if necessary)

Manual Handling and Lifting
Relevant assessments will be made prior to any manual handling/lifting operations. Where it 
is impractical to lift heavier items mechanical means to lift and transport items will be used, 
such as sack/wheel barrows.

Material Handling (Pouring Concrete)
Works with concrete should be undertaken in an area of sufficient ventilation. PPE must be 
worn to protect hands (suitable gloves) and eyes (suitable safety glasses). 

The following first aid measures may still be required following injury/contamination.
Eye Contact - Rinse immediately with water for at least 15 minutes - Get medical attention.
Skin Contact - Wash with soap and water
Inhalation - Move into fresh air
Ingestion - Drink 0.5-0.8 litres of water. Do not induce vomiting.

Excavation (Manual)
All tools should be inspected before used to ensure it remains safe to use. Specialist tools 
should be made available where appropriate. Any team members undertaking excavation 
should where suitable PPE to protect hands (suitable gloves) and feet (suitable footwear)

Slip Hazards
Appropriate footwear should be work with sufficient grip. Extra care should be taken during 
practical workshops to avoid slippery areas.

Use of Hand Tools (Electronic and Non-Electronic)
A daily inspection of the hand tools will be undertaken to ensure they are fit for use. Tools 
must not be modified for a particular job, instead the correct tool should be obtained. Any 
worn out tools should be replaced to prevent injury.

Unidentifiable Underground Services
If any are found we should stop all works and contact the programme leader before 
continuing.

Risk of Fire
If a fire occurs follow the UEL fire strategy. Evacuate the area immediately and meet at the 
muster point on Dockside.

Untrained Workforce
The majority of the team are untrained in the buildings of foundations. Where possible 
inductions should be taken when using new tools by trained professionals. Introductions 
should include; the task, any instruments that may be used and appropriate PPE that should 
be worn.

Building Formwork
An Introduction to building formwork should be undertaken. Inductions in the workshop will 
be required before the workshop is used. Individual inductions may be required with regards 
to specific tools. The correct clothing should be worn at all times to prevent injury.

Material Handling (Plaster Work)
Plaster has similar properties to concrete and the above prevention and first aid measures 
should be followed here.
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By signing this document you are indicating 
that you have consulted the policy and have 
fully considered the risks. 

Signature of Students: 

Date: 

I agree to the assessment of risk in 
relation to this project. 

Signature of responsible staff :

Date: 

NOTES

Risk Assessment Rating

Risk = Hazard Severity x Likelihood of Occurrence

Hazard Severity (HS)

1 = slight hazard - injuries where people may be unfit for normal activity for up to 3 days 

2 = serious hazard - injuries where people may be unfit for normal activity for more than 3 days

3 = major hazard - death or major injury (see App 4 of UEL Code of Practice for Fieldwork)

Likelihood of Occurrence (LO)

1 = where harm will seldom occur

2 = where harm will occur frequently

3 = where it is certain or near certain harm will occur

Risk Categories

1/2   low risk

3/4/6 moderate risk

9 high risk

Please sign the following understanding:


